Using Your Astrolabe

1. Find the North Star. This is done by locating the Big Dipper (7 stars). After you find the Big Dipper, use the last two stars to draw an imaginary line to the North  Star, Polaris.  (Polaris is also the last star in the handle of the Little Dipper.)

[image: image1..pict]




             * Polaris (North Star)
 




       

2. Hold the protractor so that the string and weight hang free. Sight the North Star through your straw.

3. Hold still, until the string and weight stop swinging.  Pinch the string to the protractor while observing the North Star.  Hold the string in place until you get into the light.  Read the two numbers on the protractor where the string touches. 

4. Take the lower of the two numbers and subtract it from 90. This will be your latitude.
Use the distance between the two stars as a unit.  Polaris is about 3 units from the top star.








