Springboards For Activities Related To Geography – A Random Selection of Ideas

• Map hunt: identify all the maps you use in a week.

• Globe play: what's directly _____ (east, west, down, etc...) from here?

• Different maps of the same place: political, physical, highway, rail, etc.

• Map events -- bulletin board with world map and daily clippings.

• Find out the Latitude and Longitude of your school, your home, etc.

• E pluribus unum -- regions are made up of parts:  50 states, 12 provinces, 15 former republics..

• One map may have lots of info;  borders; highways; airports; shopping centers, elevations, etc.

• Rotation:  The Earth Rotates = day & night;  the Moon Revolves around the Earth = months, tides, eclipses;  the Earth Revolves around the Sun = seasons, years, length of days

• Antipodes -- dig right through the center of the Earth, and where are you...

• How many colors do I need to color a map? 4-color challenge on US map.

• Making a map you can use:  Mapping teams (NBA, NHL, FIFA, etc.);  Empires & Colonies map;  Colleges I'm interested in;  Places I've been (places I want to go...);  Treasure Map (hide a treasure, or the next Map...);  Neighborhood Map;  Rearranging your room (or whatever).

• Italy looks like a boot; what do other places look like?

• Everyday Geography: Where does your water come from? Where do your family members live?  Where do your sneakers come from? Make a family map, a clothes map, a Hershey Bar map..

• Where does your weather come from? Keep track of daily weather in your town and in places 500 miles west and 1000 miles west; measure rainfall

• Make a sundial or a compass

• Track sunrise & sunset and notice how it changes
• Study national flags; Make a flag for your school, your class, yourself.

• Distance & Time:  How far is it from here to there; how long will it take to go there.

• Directions: giving & following directions; names of the cardinal directions and how to use them.  Ask many different people for directions to the same place and see how the directions vary.

• Reading & Geography: Use picture or chapter books to learn about geog; all books happen somewhere.

• Give postcards to people who are traveling to send back; map all the postcards you receive; examine the stamps; ask travelers to bring back coins.

• Examine the sky at night. Find the North Star.  The horizon is zero degrees, and straight up is 90 degrees.  Estimate the number of degrees to the North Star.  This should be approximately your latitude.

• Erroneous beliefs: flat Earth; Earth revolves around Sun; sail west from Europe to bump into Asia.

