Culture and Customs

A common class exercise for learning about another culture is to take an imaginary trip.  This involves students in map exercises with direction, distance, size, landforms, and climate; they practice arithmetic with exchange rates and with finding out how people earn and spend income; they become aware of cultural values by finding out how people behave, and comparing those behaviors to their own culture.  The questions below provide clues to cultural values.  

Alternative Discussion Strategy: Start with students’ own culture and country, then move to others.  This can be very effective in small groups.  Also can be very useful for those times when you invite a visitor from another culture to your classroom for a short talk.

1. How do people greet others? (Shake hands? Bow? Embrace?) How do they part?  Are 


there any taboos?

2. When to present or accept gifts?  What gifts are considered appropriate or 


inappropriate?

3. Are children usually present at social gatherings? Are women? Are the elderly?

4. How are children disciplined at home?  At school?

5. Are school children grouped by race? Social class? Sex? Religion? Grade? Age?

6. Do most people read and write?

7. How are public sanitation, hygiene, and garbage dealt with?

8. What is the normal dress for women?  For men?

9. What foods are taboo?  What activities are taboo?

10. In a shop, is it acceptable to handle things that are for sale?

11. Is TV available?  How widely used?  What programming is available?

12. What is the attitude toward drinking?  Gambling?

13. How do children spend their leisure time?  How do adults spend theirs?

14. What is the normal pattern of work days & days off? What are normal working hours 


for men, women, children?

15. What are the important holidays, and how are they observed?

16. How do people get engaged and married?  What is the attitude toward divorce?

17. What is the common language?  Are other languages used?

18. What is the principal religion?  What are its basic doctrines? What attitudes are 


displayed towards those who practice other religions?

19. Who are the country’s heroes?  For what achievements are they celebrated?

